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Fourth Sunday in Lent 
March 10, 2024 

 

Prelude                        There is a Fountain                    Mason/Buda 
  
Welcome and Announcements  
 
Confession and Forgiveness 

Holy God. . .  
we confess that we are caught in snares of sin and cannot break free. 
We hoard resources while our neighbors are hungry and cold. 
We speak in ways that silence others. 
We are silent when we should speak up. 
We keep score in our hearts.  We let hurts grow into hatred. 
For all these things and for sins only you know, 
Forgive us, Lord.  Amen.  Amen. 

 
Opening Hymn            Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross                 Page 335 

Jesus, keep me near the cross, there’s a precious fountain;  
free to all, a healing stream flows from Calv’ry’s mountain. 

Refrain:  In the cross, in the cross be my glory ever;  
till my ransomed soul shall find rest beyond the river. 

 

Near the cross, a trembling soul, love and mercy found me;  
there the bright and morning star sheds its beams around me.  Refrain 

 

Near the cross!  O Lamb of God, bring its scenes before me;  
help me walk from day to day with its shadow o’er me.  Refrain 

 

Near the cross I’ll watch and wait, hoping, trusting ever,  
till I reach the golden strand just beyond the river.  Refrain 

 

Pastoral Greeting 
 

Kyrie 

 
 



 
 
Canticle of Praise  

 
 

 

 
Prayer of the Day  
Let us pray…O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this 
fallen world and rescued us from the hopelessness of death.  Lead us into your light, 
that all our deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 
First Lesson                                                   Numbers 21:4-9 
From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom; but 
the people became impatient on the way. The people spoke against God and against Moses, 
“Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no 
water, and we detest this miserable food.” Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents among the 
people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. The people came to Moses and 
said, “We have sinned by speaking against the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord to take 
away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. And the Lord said to Moses, 
“Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and 
live.” So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit 
someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live.  
         Leader: The Word of the Lord.    Cong: Thanks be to God! 

 
 
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22                                            (read responsively) 

Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good, for God's mercy endures  
forever. 

Let the redeemed of the LORD proclaim that God redeemed them from the hand of the 
foe, 



gathering them in from the lands; from the east and from the west, from the  
north and from the south. 

Some were fools and took rebellious paths; through their sins they were afflicted. 
They loathed all manner of food and drew near to death's door. 

Then in their trouble they cried to the LORD and you delivered them from their distress. 
You sent forth your word and healed them and rescued them from the  
grave. 

Let them give thanks to you, LORD, for your steadfast love and your wonderful works 
for all people. 

Let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving and tell of your deeds with shouts  
of joy. 

Some went down to the sea in ships, plying their trade in deep waters. 
 

Second Lesson                                                Ephesians 2:1-10 
You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once lived, following the course 
of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among 
those who are disobedient. All of us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, 
following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like 
everyone else. But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us even 
when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ —by grace you 
have been saved— and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace 
in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith, and 
this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God— not the result of works, so that no one may 
boast. For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand to be our way of life. 

Leader: The Word of the Lord.    Cong: Thanks be to God! 
 
Gospel Acclamation 

 
\ 

 

 
Gospel Reading                                                    John 3:14-21 

Gospel Announcement  Glory to You, O Lord 
And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 
that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. “For God so loved the world that he gave 
his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through him. Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those 



who do not believe are condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of 
the only Son of God. And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and 
people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. For all who do evil 
hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. But those 
who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have 
been done in God.”   

The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to You, O Christ! 
Children’s Message                                               Pastor McKiver 
 

Sermon                                                          Pastor McKiver 
 

Sermon Hymn                  Lift High the Cross                       Page 660 
Refrain:  Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim till all the world adore his sacred name. 

 

Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod, our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God.  
Refrain 

 

All newborn servants of the Crucified bear on the brows the seal of him who died.  Refrain 
 

O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, as thou hast promised, draw us all to thee.  Refrain 
 

So shall our song of triumph ever be: praise to the Crucified for victory!  Refrain 
 

*The Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy  
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and  
was buried; he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right  
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
Prayers of the Church      Pastor: Hear us, O God.  Cong: Your mercy is great. 
 
Offering  
 
Offertory Prayer 
 
Great Thanksgiving  
  The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.     We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
Preface of the Day and Response 



 
 
 
Words of Institution for Communion 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

 
 

 
Communion  
      Music                Have Mercy, O God             Buxtehude  
 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 

 
Benediction 
 

 



Closing Hymn             O God of Mercy, God of Light                   Page 714 
O God of mercy, God of light, in love and mercy infinite, 
teach us, as ever in your sight, to live our lives in you. 

 

You sent your Son to die for all, that our lost world might hear your call; 
oh, hear us lest we stray and fall!  We rest our hope in you. 

 

Teach us the lesson Jesus taught: to feel for those his blood has bought, 
that ev’ry deed and work and thought may work a work for you. 

 

For all are kindred, far and wide, since Jesus Christ for all has died; 
grant us the will, and grace provide, to love them all in you. 

 

In sickness, sorrow, want, or care, may we each other’s burdens share; 
may we, where help is needed, there give help as though to you. 

 

And may your Holy Spirit move all those who live to live in love, 
till you receive in heav’n above all those who live in you. 

 

Dismissal           Go in Peace, Serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude               Toccata in E Minor                  Johann Pachelbel 
 
 
 
Liturgy, Service music and texts used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license B160885.  
Instrumental and choral music used by permission of CCLI under License SPL174629 or by permission of 
One License under license A-737020. 


